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Art. XX.— Transactions of American State Medical Societies :— 

1. Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of New York for the 

Year 1865. 8vo. pp. 376. 

2. Transactions of the Twentieth Animal Meeting of the Ohio State Medical 

Society , held at Ohio White Sulphur Springs, June 20, 21, and 22, 1865. 

8vo. pp. 79. 

1. The Transactions of the Medical Society of the Sate of New York for the 
year 1865, open with the annual address of the President, Dr. Frederick 
Hyde, of Cortland, the leading theme of which is “ Medical Education”—the 
proper preparation for an entrance upon the duties and responsibilities of a 
practitioner of medicine. The views advanced by Dr. Hyde are in the main 
sound and perfectly practicable. The subject of medical pupilage receives, as 
it well deserves, a prominent and especial consideration. As is well remarked, 
there are considerations connected with the relationship between the medical 
pupil and his preceptor—the faithfulness, especially, with which the duties of 
the latter are fulfilled—which have a most important bearing upon the charac¬ 
ter and efficiency of the entire after-course of medical instruction. 

The first of the scientific papers treats of “The Importance of Examining the 
Condition of the Dioptric Media in some Affections of the Eye,” by Dr. C. A. 
Kobertson, of Albany. The remarks of the author apply more especially to 
the causes of short-sightedness and other defects of vision, and the relief of 
these by the use of properly adapted glasses. The subject—a most important 
one—is ably discussed. 

The paper which follows on “The Uses and Abuses of Tenotomy in Cases of 
Muscular Atrophy, with the true Indications for its Employment,” is by Dr. 
C. F. Taylor, of New York. With the exception of those deformities which 
are directly traceable to scrofulous affections of the bones and joints, Dr. Taylor 
refers nearly all the remaining deformities of the lower extremities, including 
congenital club-foot, to the effects of paralysis of certain muscles. “ That con¬ 
genital club-foot is actually the result of an intra-uterine paralysis, is, according 
to Dr. T., sufficiently proved by the fact that much the larger number of club¬ 
feet occur in childhood, as a usual sequence of paralysis from dentition and 
intestinal irritation, aud the further fact that there is no appreciable difference 
between the intra and extra-uterine deformity. Besides, other forms of paralysis 
are known to occur before birth, rendering the fact of intra-uterine paralysis 
indisputable.” 

The deformity of club-foot is caused simply by the continued action of mus¬ 
cular contraction on the bones of the foot—still soft and yielding—destroying 
their normal size and form, and consequently changing the form and the relation 
of parts in the entire foot. Whether the deformity occur before or after birth, 
there is always the same loss of muscular power—the same wasting of muscular 
tissue—the same contraction of the extensor muscles, with loss of irritability 
and power in the flexors. Dr. T. accounts for the difference in the contractile 
force of different muscles in the same paralyzed limb, by which the deformity 
of club-foot is evidently produced, by the relative position of the muscles—the 
extensors of the foot of the paralyzed limb as well as the extensors of the leg 
being kept constantly stretched to the very utmost, until their irritability and 
contractility are reduced beyond the effect of the primary paralysis. If, on the 
other hand, the muscles are allowed to relax, the corrugated condition of 
the contractile fibre is not destroyed but increased; consequently the muscle 
regains an amount of irritability and contractile power as much greater than the 
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amount of the primary paralysis would imply, as the amount by which that of 
the extended muscles is diminished. Starting with the same degree of 
paralysis, it is seen how the varying results are brought about by accidental 
causes. Indeed, so far from the fact is it that paralysis causes certain muscles 
of themselves to contract (that form of paralysis preceding and causing these 
cases being meant, which is characterized by a simple stoppage of the usual 
nervous supply, but without irritation in the nerve centre), we shall find, as a 
matter of fact, that those paralyzed muscles are even less liable to shortening 
contraction than are healthy muscles. 

To effect a cure in club-foot, it is evident that the shortened muscles must be 
elongated. This may be effected either by apparatus properly adapted to pro¬ 
duce extension, or, when this is not possible, by tenotomy. Up to a certain 
point extension persistently applied will be effective in producing elongation of 
the contracted muscles. Elongation, however, is produced always by a reduc¬ 
tion of the irritability of the muscle, and a diminution of its contractile power. 
The principal object gained by forcible enlongation of the shortened muscles, as 
in tenotomy, is liberation of the joint and possibility of motion. Tenotomy also 
should be considered like elongation by extension, as the very first step in treat¬ 
ment, and not as a last resort after all else has failed. We divide the tendon 
in order to liberate the joint, rendered inactive by the shortening of the muscles. 
If there is sufficient latent muscular power to be developed by this liberation, 
and by the exercise simply of locomotion, when possible, as it is in many cases 
of talipes, then tenotomy is proper. The operation is only a means to liberate 
the joint—the redevelopment which constitutes the process of recovery takes 
place subsequently. Whenever there is not sufficient muscular power remain¬ 
ing to effect the movement of the liberated joint, unless special means are 
adopted to promote the development of muscular power, the deformity will recur, 
no matter what had been the apparent benefit of the operation, to perform it, 
therefore, under such circumstances is unjustifiable. In the majority of cases 
after the liberation of joint movements, no recovery will take place without the 
employment of special means beyond the patient’s own unaided efforts. Among 
the first of these in importance, according to Dr. T., is the application of as 
high a degree of artificial heat as can be borne; the application to be continued 
for months. This prepares the way for the special exercises by which alone a 
large proportion of the cases can be permanently benefited. These exercises 
must necessarily be as varied as the conditions of the cases are varied. 

Accompanying Dr. T.’s paper are several drawings of apparatus found useful 
in various forms of club-foot and other forms of deformity resulting from 
paralysis. 

The next paper is “The Census of New York, to be taken during the present 
year, considered in its Medical Relations.” It is by Dr. F. B. Hough, superin¬ 
tendent of the census. It contains some good suggestions, which if faithfully 
and fully carried out will render the census about to be taken in our neighbour¬ 
ing city, particularly valuable in all its medical bearings. 

The paper which follows is on “ Phlegmonoid Erysipelas,” by Dr. Chas. C. F. 
Gay, of Buffalo. It appears that during the latter part of 1864 and the begin¬ 
ning of 1865, there occurred in the city of Buffalo, a number of cases of abscess—• 
an unusual tendency to the formation of purulent deposits, and to the occurrence 
of cutaneous and cellulo-cutaneous forms of erysipelas, often the result of the 
slightest scratch or puncture. Dr. G., delineates the form of erysipelas denomi¬ 
nated by him phlegmonoid, and which he believes pathologically considered to be 
as unlike the phlegmonous as the latter is unlike the cutaneous form of erysipelas, 
by the history of three cases treated by him. The peculiarity of phlegmonoid 
erysipelas is the formation of deep-seated abscesses with a general adynamic 
condition of the system. The general location of the abscess is upon the chest, 
though it has been met with, also, in the neighbourhood of the larynx, beneath 
the facia of the inferior serratus muscles, and beneath the gastrocnemius. The 
prominent causes of the disease are bad air, and food, and other bad sanitary 
and hygienic conditions. The chief remedies besides those adapted to support 
the strength and improve the nutrition of the patient, are anodynes, blisters, 
poultices, wet and dry cupping, and the knife. The latter is among the most 
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important. It should be resorted to as early as possible, never waiting for the 
appearance of fluctuation. The use of iodine is strongly denounced by Dr. G. 

- We have next “Extracts from Letters received from Dr. Hunky S. West, 
Physician to the American Board for Foreign Missions.” These extracts present 
a short sketch of the condition of medicine and surgery and of the medical 
and surgical professions at Sivas, Syria, with a short account of the principal 
prevailing diseases. 

The following paper comprises “ Observations on Cerebro-spinal Meningitis, or 
Spotted Fever, as it prevailed at Carbondale, Pa., in the Winter and Spring of 
1863-64,” by Dr. Chas. Burr. Carbondale has always been noted for its exemp¬ 
tions from malarious and other epidemics. The spotted fever commenced in 
December, 1863, and soon spread over the whole place amid both rich and poor. 
The greater number of cases occurred in the following January: out of a popu¬ 
lation of 6,000, there were 400, chiefly children and young persons, destroyed. 
Though the disease lost its epidemic character towards the close of spring, yet 
sporadic cases of a milder character occurred throughout the year. It gave no 
indications of contagiousness. 

The young, robust, and plethoric were the most liable to the disease. Of 
those attacked, a slight preponderance were males. When spotted fever occurred 
among a number of children and young persons, it often happened that one, 
two, or more only were attacked, while in other cases all the family would be 
taken down at the same time or very nearly so. The great majority of women 
who were attacked were mothers who had become worn out by want of sleep, 
care, anxiety, and grief consequent upon nursing children who had died of the 
disease. In some instances undue fatigue and exposure to cold appeared to 
act as exciting causes of the disease. The proportion of recoveries among 
mature adults was greater than among children and young persons. 

The only remedy, says Dr. B., of which I can speak with confidence is free 
counter-irritation about the head, neck, and shoulders, and, if necessary, along 
the spine. In addition to this, Dr. B. keeps the bowels open, and uses such 
other remedies as the varying symptoms would seem to indicate, as opium to 
relieve pain, and tonics and stimulants to sustain the strength when this is 
failing. 

The next is “On the Modus Operandi of Quinine,” by Dr. H. N. Eastman, of 
Geneva Med. Coll., N. Y. Dr. Eastman’s statement that he regards quinia as one 
of the chief of the antiphlogistics, if not the chief, will no doubt startle the 
majority of the profession, and yet, when all the facts connected with what are 
now ascertained, from careful clinical observations, to be correct therapeutical 
applications of the article, it will be found much nearer the truth than it would 
at first seem to be. 

The ensuing article by Dr. Armsby, “On Ligature of the Subclavian Artery,” 
will be found in the April number of this Journal for 1864. 

The next paper presents “Suggestions relative to the Pathology of Pneu¬ 
monia,” by Dr. S. O. Vanderpool, of Albany. The suggestions thrown out 
by Dr. V. are, that pneumonia cannot result alone from exposure to cold, no 
matter how prolonged and intense, but that coexisting with such exposure there 
must be some morbid materials circulating in the blood which act upon the 
sentient fibres of nerves distributed to the air-cells of the lungs, partially para¬ 
lyze them, and thus permit a change of temperature, or any irritant cause to 
produce the phenomena of inflammation and its sequences. Further, that in 
pneumonia two entirely distinct phases of disease are presented. In the first, 
lasting from four to seven days, the system is struggling to eliminate the poisoned 
material, during which period the symptoms are very acute and the arterial 
reaction violent. At the close of this stage there is a decided abatement in all 
the constitutional symptoms, and an exudation into the air-cells—hepatization. 
From this period commences the lung disease proper. Whatever of subsequent 
constitutional symptoms ensue, result from efforts to relieve the solidified air- 
vesicles of their foreign material. 

This view of Dr. V. in respect to the pathology of pneumonia is no doubt 
true in respect to a limited number of cases, but we hardly think it can be shown 
to be a true theory of the disease in all cases. 
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The tolerably elaborate paper which follows, presenting a series of “ Facts in 
Relation to Placenta Prsevia, with a Review of the various Opinions respecting its 
Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology and Treatment,” by I)r. Isaac B. Taylor, 
Prof, of Obstet.^Diseases of Women and Children in the Bellevue Hospital, 
etc. etc., must be*carefully studied in extenso, in order to understand the value 
and true bearing of the following propositions, which Dr. T. believes to be 
proved by the facts adduced by him. 

“ 1. The perfect integrity of the cervix nteri during utero-gestation, in its 
whole length; neither developing from above downwards, or from below upwards, 
but modified by physiological softening to prepare it for the office of expansion 
at the time of labour, and not before, for the exit of the child. 

“2 The placenta prcevia centralis is over the os uteri internum, and not in 
the cervix uteri at all, before labour commences, as is believed and depicted. 

“3. The limit of spontaneous detachment of the lower polar circle—'the 
boundary line of Dr. Barnes—is not the zone of safe attachment after separa- 
ration of the placenta. 

_ “4. The cause of arrest of the flooding in general is the limit of the expan¬ 
sion of the os uteri internum to the extent of 12 or 14 inches in circumference, 
and to 4 in diameter, and 3 in length. 

“ 5. The boundary line thus reached by nature is only safe so far as separation 
occurs by the contractions of the uterus. 

“ 6. The hemorrhage comes from the uterus as seen, and not from the placenta. 

“7. The flooding is diastolic, not systolic. 

“8. The method of separation of the placenta by the uterine contractions is 
from the centre, and not from the margin. 

“9. The plan of Dr. Simpson is preferable in cases of extreme exhaustion 
to version, until nature can be restored in some degree to justify its performance. 

“10. External version should be adopted first, in transverse presentations of 
the shoulder, neck, or face, before rupturing the membranes; if not successful, 
then internal and external version together; then, if the other methods fail, true 
version, but not rapidly. 

“11. The former and usual plans are confirmed in their value by these inves¬ 
tigations, such as tamponing, rupturing the membranes, and giving ergot.” 

The paper of Dr. T. is illustrated by eight well-executed lithographs. 

In the next article attention is called, by Dr. Wm. Manlius Smith, to the excel¬ 
lent remedial properties possessed by certain non-officinal compounds of iodine. 
They are, 1st, the iodide of cinchonium. It appears to combine the resolvent 
properties of iodine with the tonic properties of cinchona. Hence suggesting 
itself as a remedy in strumous and tuberculous diseases. It is more easily kept 
unimpaired in activity, less disagreeable to the taste, and consequently adapted 
to all cases where iodine without iron is indicated. It is preferable to iodide of 
potassium, inasmuch as it rather increases than diminishes the digestive power 
of the stomach, and its use may be long continued without painful results. It 
can be given in doses of one, two or more grains. 

A second preparation is the iodide of cadmium. The advantage it has over 
other preparations of iodine for external use, besides its want of colour, is its 
slightly irritating properties when applied to the unbroken skin. Dissolved in 
glycerine—60 grs. to one ounce of the latter—it is a very valuable local appli¬ 
cation in cases of bronchocele. It is to be applied twice a day, and a cloth wet 
with it kept on the swelling all night, and if convenient all day also. At the same 
time there is to be given internally, in most cases, three or four times a day, a 
pill composed of 1| gr. of iodide of cinchonia and gr. of strychnia. Dr. S. 
remarks that all cases of bronchocele thus treated have rapidly improved, and 
when the use of the above remedies has been persevered in sufficiently long, 
the swelling has totally disappeared; in some cases in about one month, in 
others, however, only after three or four. 

A very valuable paper on vaccination, and on the possibility of communicating 
syphilis and other diseases through the vaccine virus, is presented by Dr. Cyrus 
Ramsay, Registrar of Records and Statistics of the City of New York. The 
writer has brought together, from a variety of reliable sources, a series of statis¬ 
tics and conclusions collected amid ample fields for observation, illustrative of the 
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prophylactic powers of vaccination, the extent and duration of the protection 
afforded by it, and with proper care its freedom from any power of impairing 
the health of the system or of imparting to those upon whom it is performed 
any other disease than vaccinia—which of itself is incapable of causing any 
amount of suffering, and certainly no injury temporary or permanent in the case 
of the tenderest infant. The paper should be carefully studied by every phy¬ 
sician. 

The paper which follows is on “Smallpox in New York, with some Statistics 
and Remarks on Vaccination.” It is the report of the Committee on Public 
Health of the New York Legislature, submitted Peb. 10, 1865, by Dr. W. H. 
Richardson, of Westport, N. Y. This is also a valuable document, and fully 
bears out the favourable verdict borne in favour of vaccination, by the medical 
profession in all countries as affording a certain protection against smallpox, 
when carefully performed with good and efficient matter, the certainty that com¬ 
plete prophylaxis has been imparted by it being tested in every case by a sub¬ 
sequent repetition of the operation. 

Eleven cases are next presented by H. S. Downs, of New York, in illustration 
of the “mutual antidotal powers of opium and belladonna.” 

The following paper is on “The New Mode of Remedial Inhalation,” being an 
abstract of a communication from Dr. L. Elsberq, of New York. The new 
mode of inhalation referred to consists in the adaptation of remedial agents 
for inhalation into the fauces, nares, larynx, and bronchi by nebulization. The 
nebulization of a fluid consists in dividing, by an appropriate apparatus, each 
drop into such innumerable fine particles that, forming a nebula or spray sus¬ 
pended in or mixed with the air, it may be freely inhaled. Those who feel 
inclined to test the therapeutic value of inhalation in the manner here proposed, 
will find, in the present abstract from Dr. E., a description of the best apparatus 
for nebulizing fluids, the proper mode for conducting their inhalation, and the 
nature and condition of the diseases in which inhalation of nebulized fluids is 
indicated. 

The well-drawn up report of Dr. Sylvester D. Willard, “ On the Condition of 
the Insane Poor in the County Poor-houses of the State of New York,” reveals 
to us a state of things, the existence of which, in our ignorance, we could not 
have supposed possible at the present day among any civilized people. The 
miserable condition of the insane poor in the county almshouses of the State of 
New York calls loudly upon the legislature of that State to apply a prompt and 
efficient remedy to the abuses which exist; abuses, which, if they be allowed to 
continue, must necessarily cast a stigma upon the fair fame of our sister State. 

The next paper is a report of the remarks of Dr. H. D. Noyes, on the optical 
principles of the ophthalmoscope and its use in diagnosticating diseases of the 
eye, introductory to the exhibition of several varieties of the instrument, and 
the explanation of their respective peculiarities. The great practical advantage 
of the ophthalmoscope is unquestionably accuracy of diagnosis in affections of the 
eye, and consequently more certain prognosis and more judicious treatment. 
If the disease be incurable, the fact is rendered patent, and a useless, perhaps 
exhaustive treatment avoided. If curable, the fact is promptly discovered, re¬ 
lieving the patient’s mind of doubt and anxiety. Mistakes in diagnosis are 
avoided; such as referring impairment of vision to a congested or inflamed con¬ 
dition of the retina or choroid, when by the aid of the ophthalmoscope the true 
cause is found to consist in a condition of the eye which is to be overcome only 
by the assistance of proper optical glasses. Many cases of asthenopia, we are 
thus enabled immediately and permanently to relieve, that would not be so 
without the light afforded by the use of the instrument. These are some of the 
advantages gained by the employment of the ophthalmoscope—the furnishing 
us with positive facts in place of loose inferences—objective phenomena instead 
of subjective statements. 

We have next the history of a very interesting “ Case of Epithelial Cancer of 
the Left Cheek and adjacent Portion of the Lips,” occurring in a female fifty-four 
years of age, in which by a removal of the entire substance of the cheek, and 
successful closure of the opening thus made by a plastic operation, an entire 
cure was effected with comparatively little deformity. The case is reported by 
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Dr. J. 0. Hutchinson, Professor of Surgery in the Long Island College In¬ 
firmary. Its history is illustrated by well-executed lithographs, and accom¬ 
panied with notes by Dr. J. C. Goodridge, Jr. 

The ensuing paper “ On Diploteratology,” is a very learned, interesting, and 
instructive essay on compound human monsters. It is intended to comprise 
the history, literature, classification, description, and embryology, of double 
and triple formations, including the so-called parasitic monsters, foetus in foetu, 
and supernumerary formation of parts or organs in man. Its author is Dr. 
G. J. Fisher. The monograph will also present a brief history of the science, 
a chronological list of its bibliography; a synopsis of the principal classifica¬ 
tions that have been adopted by various writers; the distinctive characters 
diagnostic of the several forms of compound monsters, with illustrative cases, 
the embryology of duplex formations, the relation of the subject to obstetrics 
and medical jurisprudence, with a general summary of the principles and laws 
deduced from the study of the subject in all its relations. When completed, 
if the entire plan be carried out by Dr. Fisher as laid down by him in the in¬ 
troductory chapter, the work will be a valuable addition to our medical libraries, 
replete with interest and solid instruction to every practising physician. The 
portion before us comprises only the history and bibliography of the science. 
Under the latter head a list of upwards of two hundred and thirty different works 
on the subject of monstrosity, issued from the middle of the sixteenth century 
to the present time, are given, interspersed with short bibliographical comments ; 
besides numerous references to articles on the subject contained in the serial 
publications of some of the principal scientific societies of Europe. 

The most curious part of the paper before us is the section on the fabulous 
period in the history of monstrosity extending to the eighteenth century. Cast¬ 
ing our eyes over the plates by which this section is illustrated, we are struck 
with the strangeness and absurdity of the monstrosities pictured by writers of the 
olden time, and yet, it is rendered more than probable, by a careful study of them 
in the light of modern science, that they will be found, however absurd and 
fabulous in their distorted representation, to have been actually described and 
pictured from positive, though misapprehended facts related by ignorant and 
credulous persons. 

The remainder of the papers in the the present volume of the Transactions, 
is an account of the revival and reorganization of the Cayuga County Medical 
Society, notice of the early physicians of Chautauque County, report of dele¬ 
gates to the New Jersey State Medical Society, and notices of deceased mem¬ 
bers of the New York State Medical Society, etc. 

The volume closes with an abstract of the proceedings of the fifty-eighth an¬ 
nual session, list of delegates, of members, etc. etc. 

2. The printed Transactions of the twentieth annual meeting of the Ohio State 
Medical Society , held June, 1865, commence with the journal of proceedings, 
after which follows a report “ On Diseases of the Eye,” by Dr. A. Metz, of Massil¬ 
lon. Though it contains no original observations, nor anything especially new 
in relation to the affections or the visual organs, the report of Dr. Metz is both 
interesting and instructive. It comprises a short notice of Donder’s work on 
“ Anomalies of Refraction and Accommodation,” especially in reference to hyper - 
metropia and astigmatism —faults of the refractive powers of the eye of some¬ 
what frequent occurrence—and to myopia, with the proper treatment, hygienic 
and surgical, which is demanded in cases of these visual defects, especially the 
professions or occupations and physical habits to be avoided by those labouring 
under them ; and the nature and power of the glasses to be worn by different 
patients afccording to the character and extent of their defect of vision respect¬ 
ively. Some remarks are likewise given in respect to the proper treatment of 
granular conjunctivitis. Under this head we are pleased to see the following 
point urged as one worthy to be kept in view during the daily practice of the 
physician. 

“ Perhaps the only real advantage we can claim for the present day, in the 
treatment of granular conjunctivitis, is the somewhat general recognition of the 
fact that we must rely more on the absorption of the granulations than on their 
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destruction by caustics, and that we must always aim to preserve, if possible, 

“Srt "irirSirt notice ot the ,in,nl«U« .( b, 

malingering soldiers, with the means tor detecting the fraud. . 

“ Some Observations on Blood Diseases.’ By Dr. E. B. Stevens, of Cincin¬ 
nati. The subject of this paper is a most important one. We ar ® [“P*" 1 ? .f'P" 
ing back in our doctrine of disease to the humoral pathology. Always all dis¬ 
eases, but especially idiopathic fevers, are, by many physicians of the piesent 
day, attributed to some vice of the blood, either to a destruction of itsnoimil 
crasis, or to the introduction into it of some foreign poisonous matter. We fear, 
however, that the views in relation to this subject entertained by our contempo¬ 
raries are but vague without the support of any series of well-established facts 
based upon close® and cautious observations. There is much good sense ex¬ 
hibited m the remarks of Dr. Stevens, and he has certain y enumerated more 
than one unquestionable fact in relation to the subject of ' blood diseases. 
His discussion of the subject is, however, too general and indefinite, with too 
little reference to known facts or pathological investigations, to lead to any safe 

Pl Thref highly 11 interesting cases of “inversion of the uterus” are related by 
Dr. R. L. Sweeny, of Marion, in which reposition was effected, in ^ 

after a lapse of two months from the occurrence of the accident. T he history 
of these cases is an additional contribution to the already accumulated evidence 
in favour of reposition in chronic cases of inversion of the uterus, and for an 
abandonment in such cases of excision by the ligature scalpel, or ecraseur.. 

Report on Puerperal Convulsions. By Dr. W. C. Hall, of Fayetteville. 
Of this very excellent report we can only afford room for the general conclusions 

aB ^ r «'The* 1 nature of puerperal convulsions is yet undecided 2. The cause or 
causes are undetermined. 3. Urmmia as the only cause is not only doubted, but 
denied, if not disproved. 4. The dependence of the convulsion upon the retained 
urea in the blood, by some supposed to be converted into carbonate of ammonia, 
is at best but a hypothesis, the truthfulness of which is strongly disproved by 
the exneriments of Dr. W. A. Hammond, experiments precisely similar to the 
one performed by Prerichs upon which he reared his carbonate of ammonia 
theory 5 Post-mortem revelations are unsatisfactory, and at best present but 
little that is positive in regard to the pathology of puerperal convulsions 6 In 
reference to the treatment, the almost universal testimony is in favour of reason¬ 
able depletion, general and local. The use of chloroform and of opiates is 
strongly recommended and almost as strongly denounced. The speedy and 
prompt emptying of the uterus is the only part of the management ot pueiperal 
eclampsia, the propriety of which is universally agreed upon. 

The P report next in order is “On the Condition of the Insane Inmates of the 
Prison of Jefferson County.” It depicts the deplorable want of humanity in the 
treatment of the helpless creatures immured in filthy, badly ventilated and 
unfurnished cells, without a ready supply of water for allaying thirst- and the 
preservation of personal cleanliness; destitute of a sufficiency of clothing to 
cover their nakedness, with a free commingling of the two sexes. The picture of 
this Ohio Insane Asylum reminds us of some of the reports of Howard as to the 
condition of similar institutions in Europe during the last century 

The remainder of the volume comprises a list of surgeons of the Ohio regi¬ 
ments who died in the service of the United States, and obituary notices of 
deceased members of the State Medical Society. 



